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the oath to the witness.) 
the WITNESS: I do. 

THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated. 

Please state your full name and spell it for the 

record. 

THE WITNESS: Ralph McGehee, M-c-G-e-h-e-e . 

MR. KENNEDY: Thank you, your Honor. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
by MR. KENNEDY: 

Q Mr. McGehee, tell us where you presently reside, 



sir? 



A Reside in Hudgin, Virginia. 

Q What is your occupation now? 

A I am a retired CIA officer, 
some writing. 

n When did you retire from thie 



I am an author doing 



Central Intelligence 



Agency? 

A I retired from the company in February of 1977. 

Q When you retired, sir, was that under honorable 

conditions? 

A Yes. Right after I was retired I was awarded the 
career Intelligence Medal for exceptional service. 

Q Is that Career Intellige.nce Medal symbolizea by 

the pin you are wearing in your lapel now? 
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A Yes sir, it is. 

Q Since leaving the Central Intelligence Agency 
you have been — you have been engaged in what kind of work, 
sir? 

A I have been conducting research for a book that 
I have written about the agency. I have also written some 
articles in newspapers and magazines about the agency'. 

Q You have when you became — 

MR. KENNEDY: Strike the question. 

Q Tell us when it was that you first joined the 
company, the Central Intelligence Agency? 

A I joined the company in January 1952. 

Q You were on active duty continually with the 

company until 1977? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q A period of 25 years? 

A Yes . 

Q During those 25 years you had to sign a contract 

and to take an oath with reference to classified documents 
and security procedures of the United States, did you not? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q You are aware, sir, of your responsibilities with 
reference to that which you can divulge and that which you 
cannot divulge? Is that fair to say? 
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A I am very aware of it* 

Q tod if, any queation than I put td yon anrtog 
examination you feal impinges upon an araa of classified 
information you will of ooursa inform us of toat and not 

disclose that information? 

A That is right- 

Q NOW, during the process of writing your booh, 
which has not yet been published, has it? 

A No , it has not- 

a Pid you according to the rules of the company 
submit your manuscript to the CIA for prior approval as 
was required by the law and your contract with them? 

A I did. I did this on two separate occasions. 

I wrote two manuscripts. The initial manuscript was sort 
I o» a research effort that I was advised later by the 

publishers was not very saleable, tod the second version 
I submitted last year, tod on both occasiUs that I 
submitted, the booh went through a long clearance process 
in working with the agency to insure that nothing in the book 

was classified. 

Q tod during the course of that effort to get your 

■ t cleared so that no secrets would be divuleged and 
manuscript clearea so 

national security would be compromised, did you and the 

people Who were givtog the clearance at the Central Xntellige . 
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Agency disagree on points of classification procedure? 

MR. KIRBY: Objection. 

1 

MR. KENNEDY: It is preparatory, your Honor. 

THE COURT: If it is preparatory, I will allow 

it so long as it is coming to an end. 

MR. KENNEDY: It is, your Honor, as we all are. 

A Yes , on one occasion the agency ruled in eight 
major categories of information that I couldn't discuss in 
the book. 

I was advised that I had a right to appeal the 
decision to the DDCI , and Bobby Inman. I appealed the 
decisions on the eight categories to Mr. Inman and he ruled 
in my favor in every single case. 

THE COURT: You appealed to whom? 

THE WITNESS: The Deputy Director of Central 

Intelligence, Mr. Robert Inman. 

I 

THE COURT: Was this an appeal within the 

structure of the CIA? 

THE WITNESS : Yes , within the structure of the 

CIA. 

Q Mr. Inman may also be known as Admiral? Is that 

correct? 

A Admiral. 

Is that correct? 
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A That's correct. 

Q Tell me this, sir, you are married, are you? 

1 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Do you have children? 

A I have four children and four grandchildren. 

Q Tell us briefly of your educational background, 

Mr. McGehee? After high school, where did you go to college? 
What did you study? 

A I went to Notre Dame on a football scholarship. 

I studied business administration. 

Q What years were you at Notre Dame? 

A 1946 to 1950. 

Q You didn't happen to be a member of Frank Lehigh's 
undefeated three years team? 

A Yes , I was. 

Q You would not by any chance be an Irish catholic, 
would you? ' 



A No, I am a Scotch-Irish-Dutch-English Protestant. 

Q Nevertheless, Mr. Lehigh allowed you to play footbaljl 
for Notre Dame? 

A He did indeed. 

Q • And what year did you graduate from Notre Dame? 

A I graduated in 1950. 

Q You joined then the Central Intelligence Agency in 



1952? 
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A 1952. 

Q With' reference to the time you were in the Central 
Intelligence Agency did your formal education continue, 
sir, and if so, what courses did you take within the company 

itself? 

A I took numerous courses. Initially of course 

youn have to go through a basic training course on how to 
be a CIA operator, case officer. That consisted of the 
basic operations course, an operator's course, and in my 
case, paramilitary course. And later on in my career I had 
to take a session of operations courses, an advanced operatior.s 
course. I also studied the Thai language at which I became 
almost fluent in. I took courses in Chinese and I also 

took French. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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Q The headquarters of the Central Intelligence 
Agency is at Langley, Virginia, is it not? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q And the company has maintained separate offices 
around the world, has it not? 



A Yes, it has- 

Q Will you tell US, sir, if you can, during those 
25 years you were a career officers with the company how ^ 
much of your time was spent in the field and how much of •• 
your time was actually spent in headquarters? 

A A rough breakdown is 15 years overseas and 10 
years in headquarters, including my period of training. 

Q Did you receive as a result of your work with t 

CIA any awards, medals, or citations? 



A Yes, I did. I received an award, as I mentioned, 
the career Intelligence Award. And I also received an Honorablje 
Service Award, the Vietnam Service Award. 'l received a 
cash award, a certificate of merit, from the Director for 
a suggestion that I submitted on how to counter communist 

insurgency. 

Q YOU are presently a retired pensioner receiving 
a pension for your 25 years of service in the CIA? 

A That is correct. 

Q Have you attempted to familiarize yourself with the 
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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literature it the public domain on the intelligence oommunity 
in the united Statea in general, and the Central Intelligence 

t 

Agency in particular? 

A Yes, I believe I have read just about every book 
that has ever been written about the CIA particularly, and 
many that have been written by the National Securiry estaolishj 

ment in general. 

These publications I found to be most helpful where 
the senate Intelligence Committee report, the Church Committeej 
Report it is known as, the six volume version. They had 
.ven investigated the agency. The Pike Committee Report of 
the House Intelligence Committee. The Rockefeller Commission 
Report. The House Intelligence Report on the failure of 
intelligence in Iran. The House Intelligence Committee Report’ 
of the intelligence report of - intelligence reporting 
on central America, which was just published in September, 

1982 . ' 

I also sort of studied and read over and over 

again the Pentagon Papers, various volumes of the Pentagon 

Papers, and the Government’s Department of Defense called 

by — in addition to the Pentagon Papers those deal mostly 

with Vietnam, the Senate Gravel, and the New York Timas 

one volume edition of the Pentagon Papers. 

I have also read, as I think I mentioned earlier, 
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most books written about the agency by ex-employees both 
pro and con. 

Q Have you attempted to 

MR. KENNEDY: Strike that. 

Q You are then familiar with the techniques employed 

by the company, by the CIA, in intelligence gathering, are 

you not? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you also familiar with the ways in which 

the CIA recruits and investigates the recruits that the 
agency makes? 



Q Can you tell us what is the paramount or 
primary consideration involved in intelligence gathering 
techniques? 

A Secrecy is of course an essential in all clandestine 
operations. And I suppose in most secret of ^secrets is the 

protection of the names of the agents. 

AS a matter of fact, in June of ’82 Congress has 

made it a criminal offense to reveal the names o-f its 

government agents. 



(Continued on nexdt page.) 
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direct exa«i»atios by MR. kemkeby, 

Q And you 1 

lD,OE.aYIo„ that either your oath to the ooepany or j 
the law for classified information procedures fo,r- , 

bade to disclose, would you? 

A Np . I would not. 

0 Tell US, briefly - 1 

e r.f the Structure of the Central 
scetch for our purposes of the stru 

is how it is put together 
intelligence Agency, that is, 

among its directives? 1 

The agency is roughly composed - this ^has 

changed over the years. 

,ne more ceneral composition of the apency 1 

composed of four directorates under the Director of 

Che central Intellipence Apencv - Central mtellr- 

I gence , 

YOU have the Director of Administration, 

me Director of Operations, the Director of Intelli- 

I acnce, and the Director of Science and .echnolog, , 

5 Tell us with reference to each of those 

f « What their general function, duties 
four directorates what tneir g , 

I or responsibilities are. 

I j A Director of Administration within the company 

i handles such thinps as communications, lopistics, 

. personnel, medical, finance. 

I ■ EASTER-N district court reporters 
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' are several eeher =aae,=ries t.aa 

aon't occur ao .e aa ahe eceaa. 

. re-hor ©<= intelligence colla 

The Director o- r 

i. _ for the intelir 

reporas. .InlsPea Inaelllpence reporas 

,,„ee coppunlav ,, 

The Director or 

K on the equipment requirements 

involved in researc involved in evalual 

P.e clacaesalne services asC s 

- t-viose items of nig-u 

inp inaellipence on ^ 

The Olrecaor of Operaaxons, 

,te This is Ul>u direcaoraae 
. a.>,e hev directorate. Tni 

sort of the y aathers the 

. as ahe covera operaaions and paaher 
that directs the 

inaellipence around ahe world. 

, TO Which of ah. four dlrecaoraaes 

^ - or Science 

intelligence. Operations, 
Administration, Intel 

, were you assigned durin, y 

and Technology, ''er 

with the company? 
five years wit. 

^ The aoaal awenav-fiv. years yas 

,ia.caor.ae of operaaions. 

, Thsa was ah. one resoonsible 

inaelliuence paahering? 
operaaions and inaelliu 

'' ^ oersonal 

I would liha ao go mao y 

awenay-flve years In ah. opera 

periences over ahose 

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT 

^ cwmo Stans ourncT court 

-s->5 cadman plaza east 
vraK llIOl 




of those 



12 



Did you have, during the course 

of axnerience, any management or 
twenty-five years of 

if SO, describe them for 
managerial function, and, if a° . 

US, briefly, please? 

A I had managerial responsibilities over 

me course of career with the agency. 

initial tour in dapan and the Philippines 

. mas assistant Chief of a very large records unit 

. . - _ little careful how I 

involved in - I nave to be a littl 

say things. 

I am limited to what I can talk about here, 
in investigations and tracings, and things 

of this nature, that is. 

r I was head of a unit m 

Following that, I 

and clearances for 
file checkings ana 
Langley to conduct £iJ.« 

, of the directorate of operations, 

v/oldwide element of 

pollcwing that in Thailand. I supervised 

.gency Officers administering various .actions and 

,, xpw intn© 
r-hecks programs within A. 
intelligence checks pros 

northeast province. 

Pnior to going to the previhoe, 1 devised 

si fifty thousand 

, counter-insurgency teohnigue for a - Y 

. 1 . Thai national police force, and I 

man national — Tnai 

nyovirce to implement that pr 
was assigned to the province 

25 1 P,5TO!CT COOTT REPOKEPS 

UNITJO rcrmcT couit 

223 CSDMAN PLAl'i EAST 
«»OOKL^-N NE'^- vow: U201 




'I 



4 



w., i-he wav f received the 
This program, by the way, 

^ v,«t-h Thai and American inteili- 

higheat acolades from both Thai a 

« 

gence officials. 

„ Vietnam, I waa officer in charge of 

„.r.ma in Giadnih Province, the Province 
agency programs m 

« for two months, I believe, and 
surrounding - 

then I waa aaaigned aa the officer in charge agency 

uaiaon with the chief of apeciai police of - the ^ 

of the Vietnam Special Po- 

fifty thousand man for 
lice. 

Part of the fifty thouaand man Police 

Force. . 

0 Did yon alao aerve in a auperviaory or 

t function aa the ohairman of the profeaslon 
management function 

al panel within the agency itself? 

A Yes, I did. 

I „.a a ohairman of profeaaional panel for 
another department director of operationa peraonnel. 

0 The function of that panel, I auppoae , won 

. r. J were in the company 

he fair to aay they decaded who were 

mated and to what level they were elevated? 
got promoted ana 

A Correct. 

a That reaponaibility waa aaaigned to you fo 

a period of time, was it? 
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A That is correct. 

Q xside from the manaoement function tor a 

moment, did your inveeticative experience in your 
:„enty-five years with the company, and if so, de- 

scribe that for us, briefly? 

A I had field investigative experience. 

I refer to field as overseas within the 

company. It is used synonamous. 

I can-t really talk about, but in the super 

viaory positions within the records elements I had 

a lot of investigative responsibilities. 

Q Another category of agency operations - 

agency activity as I understand it, is the opera- 
tional aspects. 

Have you had operations experience within 

til— C • I • A • *? 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. KIRBY: Objection, your Honor: rele- 

vance. 

the COURT: It is dragging, Mr. Kennedy. 

MR. KENNEDY: I qualified the gentleman 

as an expert in one of the most complicated . 
field in the world. 

I will get us there as quickly as I can. 
I assure you. 

eastern district court reporters 

united states district court 





the COURT: Try to move it alonq. 

MR. KENNEDY: I will, your Honor. Onfortu- 

nately. I have to pet one word in front of 

another. 

the WITNESS: I served as a para-military 

effioer. covert iperetor. intelligence collec- 
tor, and intelligence analyst-. 

Q Lastly, have you had experience in the 
research function, projects or studies of the C.I.A.J ^ 

A Yes, sir, I have. 

I have written many research papers on the 

etruoture of the Thai Communist Party, the Philippine 

communist party, the European Communish Parties. 

the Soviet and Chinese form 
and their relationships to the soviet 

of Communism. 

one was study how the Communists conduct 

1 This was part of my effort in find- 

a revolution. inis* 

1 

ing how to counter communism. 

0 During the period of your tenure with the 

agency, did you have occasion to he assigned respon- 
sibility with respect to record Keeping within the 

company? 

A MV initial tour assignment, for five years, 

I „,s involved in records Keeping in investigative. 

maintaining the file system of 
file tracing, and nainta_nj. y 
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^ ency and through my career I 

the agency, ana 

„ood records, end was involved m 

to keep very go°® 

Vi©tnani« wsrs 

, „as involved in HeePin, records thet ver 

a-TTest of a Worth Viet- 
9 riT-a»nat3.c arresr oj- 
key in producing a drana 

. .. rets within South Vietnam. 

namese intelligence nets 

, OO you seel, based upon your experienc 

your samllarlty with the laturature about the^^^^ 
intelligence community in general, the . . • , 

the agency's operations? 

0 you seel qualified as an expert 

opinions With reference to the activities of 
central Intelligence Agency and how ib fen 
A. yes a 

.r-ii __ strihe that for a 

Give us, if yo'^ 

r-e to -he central Intelligence 
With reference to -he 

__a. it is authorized, 

— ...... 

vance . 

the court: 1 will permit it. 

MP KENNEDY: Thank you. your Honor. 
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it is coroP'^^®’^ 

" seneraliy. nds 

Within the 

. « its £i^®®* 

its file®- ^ .iles - 

"• . Has various files 

The D.D.A- 

security . an^ - interro.a- 

„ me O.b.O. baa b 
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staffs' files and the main R.I.D. files; records 

terrogation division. 

Within the C.I. - connter intelliqence 

staff, you have - yen had for a longer period of 

tit,e. the super eecret within that super secret staff. 

special operations group which was hnown under the 

code name. Calos - which conducted covert operations 

sithin the united States which non. of us hnew any- 

thing about it. 

Its information was maintained separate 
£cOh the counter intelligence files and heap separate 
from the D.D.O. files. 

Q YOU said the calos was operating on do- 

mestic, internal United States covert operations. 

is that correct? 

A Correct. 

MS. KIRBY. Objection. I "ove that it 

be stricken. Ouite irrelevant. , 

• ai -aew-mav it Thc motioH 
the COURT: I wxll permit it. 

is denied. 

Q These covert operations within the United 

States would.be a violation of the C.I.h. charter. 

is that correct? 

A Yes . 

Q was that one of the reasons that they 
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were kept — these covert a 
super secret as you have described? 

A They didn’t want word to leak out even 

among other D.D.O. people* 

Q IS there a eoneept within the O.E. within 

the coiapany called soft Jrles? 

A There is, indeed. 

This is sort of an unofficial file that 

never gets into any sort of records system. 

There is no permanent record made. If yo'i 

are dealing — with sort of a specially 

case, Pipht talk abctt an assanination or the over-. 

- -- •►he agency would want no record 

throw of an ally — age«v,^ 

of that to be found anywhere later on. 

people would establish a soft file, make 

the memo, and throw the copy in and reaction on 
proposal or whatever happened, then the material could 
he thrown away - destroyed and no records would ever 

exist . 

5 was there not, sir, some central inte- 
grated or united record keeping system whereby one - 
with appropriate clearance of course, - ==uld pet 
into and find insome central place any C.l.A. rec- 

ord? 
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As a matter of fact, I found this to be 
a major problem when I was supervising the investiga- 
tive activities. 

Because we were missing so much informa- 
tion, so much existed that we were not finding, so 
I wrote a suggestion for the suggesting awares com- 
mittee, saying we must bring together in one central 
place at least in a file card indicies, all the , in- 
formation — persons may not have access to the 
information itself, but at least be a name indicies 
centralized. 

The chief of the suggestions awards panel 
said it is a very good suggestion, we have many others 

just like it, but it will never happen. 

Q Did they tell you. why,, sir, it never happen- 



ed? j 

MR. KIRBY: Objection. 

I 

THE COURT: I will sustain that. 

Q Do you have an opinion, sir, as an expert 

why it would never happen? 

MR. KIRBY: Objection. 

THE COURT; I will allow that. 

MR. KENNEDY; Thank you. 

A Yes, sir; because of the security considera- 
tions of not allowing other D.D.O., other people of 
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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the sensitive operations, 



0 The gaps in record heeping, or the lack of 
ietegratioh of record keeping is deliberate, y.ou 
.re telling us, is that correct? 

A Very much so. 

0 was there an occasion, sir, when while you 

vere in a field, or in doing work from a station 
where you had headquarters to prove you with informa- 
tion about a particular individual? 

A There was one outstanding example. 

I had many, but this was probably the key 



one -- 



ion . 



MR. KIRBY: Objection, 

j vas it Thailand, 

MR. KIRST, Objection to giving an example. 
If he is an expert, he should give an opin- 

mr. KEBHEOY, He is giving personal ex- 



periences to buttress his opinion. 



tion . 



the COURT: We don’t need an illustra- 

MR. KENNEDY: I believe we do. It will 



relate — 



the COURT: I will permit it, then. 
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P investigation on in Thailand. 

i I »as condnotinR an rnves .1 

Ivthat M ch a - no record - response. | 

T qot back a 

. a to he somethin, from what was 
t„w that there had to 

available in the station. headquarters 1 

^ , to be something m hea q 

There had to be | 

a- dual I waited until I was next 
.tout the individual. 

. d to the company headquarters ih ban, , 

assigned „ 0 I - separate from the 

, vent down to the . • ..... that is the '■ 

.. central reference service 

a. i-if the D . 0 • i • 

record beeping elemen 

J rraced the man's name and - 

m.-, TO mv amazement, bney 

.. »_ a whole group of 

this individual 

information on ,^.,a 

V . bv five cards - multiple entry 
three by 

of such interest that they 

The man was oft ^ Individ- ■ 

•tten a biographic data sheet 

-na through the box -- 
Is And while I goi 

““ aorher data sheet on him because he was 

aa. vet X received on my response a 

prime inheres-, . 

, , no record - response, 

record — a ^d give 

Ttere are many examples that 

you, but that iS ^ uRT REPOmbS 

-3 r^DMA>' 

BROOKLYN. SEW VOKK lU« 



I 






Q Thank you. 

When you were recruited to become a career 

n r K were you allowed to tell. people 
officer in the C.I.A., 

who you were employed by? 

No, I was not. 

were you provided with cover stories? 

Yes, I was. 

weren't you even allowed to tell your own 
No . 

Either your children or Mrs. MoOehee? 

I initially overcame that Tavier 

• xo Tt was not until years later 
and did tell my wife. It was no 

voallv recoc^nize that I 
that my children began to really 

, • rhem the truth that I did — ano they 
wasn't telling them the 

front 

„ere older. I could extract an oath o. 

■ ;m that I told them. 

IS there, within the iargon oj the inteeli- 

,en=e community language, a phrase with which you 

familiar, called plausible deniabilitv? 




A 

Q 
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Yes . 

would you tell us What that means? 

MR. KIRBY; Objection. 

the COURT; I will allow it. 

district court reporters 
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A It is generally synonanous with secrecy. 

in a case that an operation is blown, it 

• /-ase officer from being ex- 

separates the Amerit-an 

posec, ana separates the hperican case oilicer free 
nnln, - bringing the chain bach to the unites states 

Government. 

a. « at the worse case, the Presi- 
It separates at tne wots 

deny that he knew anything about the opera- 
dent can deny rnat 

tion . 

yon build plausible denial in the opera- . 

tion. secrecy would be another word. 

IP allows you to deny that .it is an United 

.. 4-Viat the President knew 

states Government activl y or • 

about in, in the worst case. 

Q Plausible deniability prevents someone Irom 

tracing beck information or activity to its source 

l„ general: is that correct? 

", Toes it always apply to not operations, but 

to actual operatives or case agents or coreer offi 

cers? 

A Oh, yes. 

It makes - open to multiple operational 
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If you were talking to an agent, he would 


\ 

1 


/ ^ 


not know that you are with the United States Govern- 


/ 


3 


ment. He would not have any way of contacting you. 




4 


You would give him an alias that I will con- 


f 


5 


tact you in such and such ways. 


•St 


6 


This is done in a variety of clandestine 




7 


means, dead drop, live drop, radio communications. 




8 


post office box, a barber shop where you could leave 




9 


messages and pick ther> up. 




' 10 


There is nc real direct line command back 




11 


to -- from the agency to the case officer, or from 




12 


the covert operator to the case officer. 




13 


Q Are you familiar with the concept of cover 




14 


or deep cover? | 




15 


A Yes, I am. 




16 


Q Tell us what those are, briefly, please? 

i 




17 


A Cover, is a story — untrue story that con- | 

i 




18 


ceals what you really are, and what you are really j 




19 


i 

doing. | 




20 


For instance, many -- some C.I.A. people 




21 


are overseas as Embassy employees or State Department 




22 


employees . 




23 


The John Hannon, former chief of A.I.D. 




24 


admitted that C.I.A. used an I.D. cover overseas. 
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McGehee-direct-Kennedy 

_le are recorded. The military 
Other people are 

is used bv the a,en=y oversee.. 

This is denerally called - cover re 

... ■“ "• 

ment. 

..over would be where your con 
And deep cover * 

wciild not be 

I can't get much rnto thi 
nection — I ^ 

...... .... ... -••• . 

«• ••need to Know p 

O The concept, neea 

•vva^n the intelligence 

r rhst is a tern of art wrthrn the 

concept that is 
community? 

, very early in your training you are 

.his is a h.y reduirenent that the person - tte 

a ,i inwed to Icno'-' ti.ar 
• r, case officer is only allowed to 
American case oti-d- 

la *ra oerform ha.s own 
in'ornstion which is lust enouph -o P 

j job, which IS, 

I by compartroentation. i 

Q What is that? 

_ neool© wcrKin^ 

^ That is where a group of peopl 

• -.-a- will become 

„ , speciai proieot or secret pro,.ct 

„„.artnented of free ail other el.nehts o 

a a. Ka able to Know what tne 
scency, so they will not be able 

other individual is doin,. 
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„y own ««, I 

Oj-ice with another individual for air 
,„d I never knew what he was workine on. 



(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.) 
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DIRECT EXAniNATION BY MR. KENNEDY: -CContinued> 




Q Are these concepts which vou have told us about 
briefly! olausible deniability-i cover-i need to know-. 

t 

comoartmentationi are they sinnificant concents within the 
structure of an operation of the Central Intellioence 
Aaency-i or do they only aooly to certain concents and not to 
others? 

How would you describe their sioni f icancef 
A In almost all but exceotional casesi thev are 
essential concents- 

Thev are inorained into everythinp that you do- 
Q Is there a concept of a -- within the ClAi of a 
need to lie? That is-, the necessitv of orovidino false 
information? 

MR- KIRBY: Objection-, your Honor. 

A All of these concepts -- 

THE COURT: I will permit it- 

I 

A All these concents reruire that vou lie-, and vou 
lie all the time- 
a Uhy? 

A I'Jell-. if I were overseas and T went un to a man 
and wanted to recruit him as an anent-. or I was known as 
CIAi he is not aoinn to work with a oerson who is known as 
CIA. 

I miqht anoroach him on another basis- You cannot 
EASTERN DISTRICrr COURT REPORTERS 
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of coursen 



ooerate under the truth. Then you must protect, 
your aoent- 

a I can appreciate the need to lie to our enemies, 
and I assume the CIA lies to our enemies all the time, does 

it notf 

A Correct" 

(3 lilhat is the need — do you lie to our allies alsof 
A Oh, yes- 

a As a " has the CIA lied to our elected renresentati vps 

in Conqressf 

HR. KIRBY: Objection- 

THE COURT: I will permit i t • 

A Yes- 

a Has the CIA, based upon your knouledqe and 
experience, lied to reoretentetives of the Justice !.ehert.entr| 

A Yes- 

a Includinq the FBIf 

! 

A Yes. 

a The CIA would actually lie to the FBIf 

A nore the rule than the excention, I would imaaine- 

a nore the rule than the exceotionf 

A Certainly — 

a I am not beinq judgmental about the lie- 

You say that is also endemic, that is almost 
essential, it's the acency's vieu of its own function and 
EASTERaN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 



onerationi is that clearf 




A The director takes the oath of office to 
protect sources and nethods-i and this extends down to all 
employees- 

This requiresT of coursei lyino- 
a And amonq the lies-, would you say that most common 
that is necessary for the company to tell-, who is and who is 
not workino for it at any niven time? 

A This is the most essential fact must not Be 

revealed- lilho its agents are- 
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d Your experience included-, as you told us-, covert 
operations! did it notf | 

A Yes-, it did- | 

I 

(3 Would you tell us what covert onerations aref 

A In a broad soectrum-. a covert oneration is that 

activity taken to either overthrow or sustain another 
foreign government- 

That is the broadest-. I think-, definition of it- 
a Are you familiar, sir, from the literature in your 
own exoeriences-. wherein our Governmenc has had -- I'm not 
talking about our enemies now, I’m talkina about our allies 
have had with reference to our allies-, an open stated oolicv 
through treaties or however, and in fact the comoanv has been 
conducting — covert onerations within that allied countrv 
contrary to that stated oublic oolicv 

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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2'3ij 

flf?. KIRBY: Objection -1 your Honor. 

THE COURT: I will oermit it- 

A That is the purpose of covert operations-! to do 
thinos that cannot be done in the official — official 
relations ■ 

THE COURT: I don't think you have answered his 

. question . 

THE WITNESS: Yes-i I an< aware of many cases- 

a Bear in mind I’m not talkinq about covert operations 
of the agency in the Peoples Republic of China or the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics^ I mean our allies-, the allies 
of the United States- 
A Yes- 

(3 You conduct covert operations in our allies' 
countries which is contrary to the positions maintained 
publicallyf 
A Yes - 

a Is that a common occurrence or a rare occurrence-, 
or how would you characterize its frequency? 

A Fairly general ~~ fairly general- 

I could give examples-, if you wish- 
a Would you please-, but very briefly- 

THE COURT: How about one examnle- 



23 

24 

I 



(2 An example-, if you would-, please- 

A I want to take -- we have been involved in elections 

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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in Italy fro. virtually the day the acenty -at created, to 
oresent. Soent eiUi="= mnuercino the 

elections in Italy, vhile our stated oolicy is non- 
u. were conductino state to state relations 

uith the.. While the Govern.ent -as tryinq to elect another 
GovernmBnt • 

a I -ould like to brino your attention soecificallv 

to England-, if I might- 

England is of course an ally of the United 

of Americai is it notf 

1 rthe literature and in your oersonal experiences, 

have there been exa.ples where the Cl* has operated covertly 

„ith reference to Cnqlehd, contrary to our stated oolicy of 

an alliance with Englandf 

A There is a very key examole. in l'='S5 - 

nR. I will ob.1ect to this, your Honor- 

the court: I will permit it- , 

hr. fie it into this casef 

Are you 90 ^*^? tis it- 

w T tarn Tt nav he someuHat 

HR. KEUNEPY: Yes-. I an- It na. 

convoluted at this point — 

A In nS2 nohammed HosadehCohl was elected Premier 

0 , Iran, and he went national izino the *nolo-*.erican 

_ gritain having the 

oil facility and this upset Srltain, 9rita 

najor interest in the oil fields- 
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, - this is writtan in severax • 

The agency 

cases it «as with the assistance of 
,ent about - m some cases 

«-hrnu the Government of Ina 
Bpitish inteUigenca, to ov.rthrou 

H install Prs.iar - th. Shah of Iran- 
and instal ooeration 

Uhen the Shah of Iran was empowered^ 

successful^ and onlv lasted a matter of davs- 
was very succe disenfranchised the 

When the Shah was in power . . ^ts 

all oil rights to the American oil mte 
British and cave all oil 9 ^ 

A in the Suez Canal inciden 
That also happened m the - 

and Israel invaded Eayptn aid there 
where Britainh France and Israel , 

f that the US had some knowledgeh 

was some acknowledgment that . 

^ d do ith and when there was an exoos 
them go ahead and d 

position said, you have to get out Of there, and then 

^ in the Middle East and 

dooelopad this oagor 

Britain lost .uoh of Us avoirs- 

t a oattar of fact, tha CIA did tho sa.a 
a As a matter 

naylasia^. did they notf 

kTnna the CIA, without tellinc us 
In Hong Kong the 

i-n our aoreement wi>-h 

details, the CIA operated contrary 
England in Hong Kong’, did thev 
A Yes, they did- 

• nt 5ir, when the comoanv 
a Have there been occasions, 

to recruit headars of organized crire 

found it necessary to recrui 
for the - or the Pafia? 

eastern DlSTillCT COUHT mORTEKS 
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. ves, th.re have been two or three occaatono- 

^ . sustaineo effort to assassinate Castro. 

There was a susTiaAf® 

s • T hplieve his nanie 

npcrruited a Johnny Rosseliiph>n I belie 
The agency recruiceo 

a .eeber of the hafia, to i.plenent - the hafia ha 

still had people loyal to it in Cuba. 

so .osseli recruited to help hie Santos Trooacano 

,„nl other hafia fioures to halo recruit 
and Saa GiancannaCphJ . otner 

IP help carry out the assassination of Castrc 
out Cubans to help carry 

one assassination atte.pt was .ade before the Say 
e, Pi,s by this proup and five after the Bay of PiPf ^ . 

, *side fro. hafia or ties with -orpanized crl.e, 

has th, ccpany found it necessary to recruit hnown cri.in.ls, 

that is, people with connections to the underworld, who hay 

M niii^ltv of crinif^sl activitvf 
already been found guilty ot 

A Yes- 

a. failed to kill Castro, 

^^ter the Hafia’s attemots faiUcl 

i-r. nive it another try- 
they also recruited a hnown assassin to ol ^ 

• j rnp^icsn aanosts^'s o 
. recruited 

The agency also recruj. 

♦- 1-Ko ^strikes being held 
a Ho strong acainstef the s 
and armed them to be strong 

and this built UP the Corsican strennt - 

a.;„r. the drug smuggling 
developed into the French connec- 

endeavor-. the ability of the Corsicans- 

„R. <IRBV: Objection- Hove to be stricken- 

I- = ^ remark about the 

the court: I will strike the 

EpStebn district court reporters 
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French connection- 

13 Are you sayinq that the comnanv hasi on occasion-, 
hired armed thugs to orevent either democratic election 
processes or legitimate union activities in our own allies' 
countriesf 

HR- KIRBY; Objection. 

THE COURT: I will sustain that objection. 

(3 Has the company found it necessary itself to commit 
crimesi a burglary or robbery-i particularly^ 

A Yes. 

(3 Does the company — historically and oresentlv 
have an interest in monitoring or knowing about the flow of 
arms in the worldf 

A This would be a primary reouirement because the 
intelligence collection responsibility -- weapons are a 
political implementi if you know where they're going-, vou 
know the threats to the various (Governments. 

I 

Therefore-i it does monitor weapons shipments 

closely ■ 

a In that capacity-, has the comoany engaaed itself in 
arms traffickingf 

A Yes-, it has on various occasions -- I am not sure 
what you mean by traffickingi it has supolied weanons- 

(3 I mean supolyinoi buyino-. selling-, moving generally 
weapons or firearms* 
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A OHt yes- 

(j Does the company maintain arsenals of weaoons in the 
United States and around the world for the purposes of 
trafficking? 

A It has arsenals within the United States^ and I 
think the Church Committee reoort said it has — some 
weapons that it makes - it has more than most armies in the 

world • 

£3 Has there been historically between the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the Special Forces of the United 
States Army — been a special relationshiof 

A Over the years there has been a very close 

relationship • 

When I was in Giadnih Province in Vietnam-. I 
supervised two special forces that were involved in the 
Satsi PRUi Provincial Reconnaisance Unit- This was the 



I agency’s kill or capture Viet Cong orogram- 

It was ultimately credited with SG-.pno kills-, and 

18 





!l 



the Vietnamese estimate it was MD-.0nn kills- 

a I gather then that the Central Intelligence Agencv 

has engaged in the supplying of arms to insurgent or 
resistance movements in various parts of the worlds has it 

not? 

A Oh. yes- Europe, hiddle East. Far East, whatever- 
(3 Have there been occasions in the literature, and 
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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upon voun exoeni.nce uPpro CentnoX InPoXUponce 

.,e„cv uas on unXnouinpXV ouppXyinn uaapono to 

.iPPP of a panticuUn conflagration or battlaf 
MR. KIRBY: Objection. 

the court: I will permit it. 

, I xnou tner. uaa ona axanpU, but it boas not cone 

to my mind. 

Ue urged the Shah or Iran to arm the 

raxanhlen betuBen the Shah 
• vhpre W3S 3 oroDifii^' 

fighting the Iraqian, there w 

and the Iraqian Government. 

armed the Kurds and then the Shah, and the 

n UP and -a -ithdrau all aupoort fro. the turds 
Iraqians made up, and ue 

hsd initially baan fighting for us- 
{Continued on next page.! 
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(3 Does the coripany maintain an arsenal of non- 
United States ueaoons-i firearmsi that would mean arms such 
as the AK-47 machine qunsn or other foreign made weaponsf 
A I don't have personal knouledoei but it's'my 
impression-i its arsenal have primarily foreign weapons with 
some US weapons-! of course* 

Q Have you know the company to find it necessary to 
obliterate or remove the serial numbers from US weaoons 
in their possession? 

A I do not have a specific knowledge of such* 

It would be essential — 
nR* KIRBY: Objection* 

THE COURT: Sustained* 

HR. KENNEDY; He said it would be essential. He 
will give an ooinion not uoon oersonal knowledae 
but upon his expertise* 

THE COURT: He has not been asked to give an 

expert opinion* i 

If you want to put the ouestion-i I will allow it- 
nR. KENNEDY: You're correct-! your Honor. 

THE COURT: I'm glad that I'r. correct. 

How much longer do you have? 

nR. KENNEDY: Within five or IB minutes. Would vou 

like to break now? 

THE COURT: No* 

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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, in your opinion, which 'is oasoo ... - • , 

^ne me.atune which you have .eaO, wouiO .he company 

,.omnve serial numbers from 
ohi iterate or remove ser xa 
hnd it necessary to oblitera 

anufactured weapons within its possessi 

uni»d States .anufactu ,3„Uitv would aaVa it 

a The conteot of plausible denxabtltty 

ahle to be traced 

essential that if the weapons were to 

path to the apentv, that such weapons when theyre diS- 

PXPPted would have the serial nunbens nehoved. 

, .hen the cobpany found it necessary to recru.t 

. -nai, or whomever, would the coepanv attennt to 
known criminal-, o 

. • fhat recruitment a secretf 

keep that recruiting, that recru 

1 ^ Oh, yes- 

Henv the connection between the 
a Uould the company deny 

od that particular recruited crieinal. for esa.Ple 
company and that par u 

A In almost all circumstances- 

^ sir, did vou read the direct and 
(2 At my reouest, si 

• this courtroom by a gentleman by 

cross-examination given m this 

I the name of George DeHeof 



A I did 



A 1 UX U • 

f .ir did vou read the direct and 
p and at .y reouest, sir, did . 

- nf rarl Redickr 

• tinn of a gentleman by. the name of F.a 

cross-examination or g 



A I did- 



. „„„ ,ir, some ooinions with 

p ■ I uould liha to ask you, sir, 

.eterence to some facts permane to this case. 

, 1 is it oleusiPle that the CIA would wart 

Number 1, is i. 
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ar.= traffic t.ca.rr -- 

>.rica to sorthern IralanO? 

* ^ intarastad in that, sir? 

d hhv -ould thay ha mta ^ 

„oarai raaaona ha 

liiity of tha a,anoy in aatiafyin, its 

a charter rasponslbll V | 

intallisench collettion raouira.ants- ^ 

, Chinh aito, hy honltoronp you cou 

- -hat it hada avaiiahia and not nada , 

to some exten ! 

1 

,d it ha Piausihia, tin, that tha CXi -o- -ant 
“ l-itiea -ith rafaranca tp honitortno 

to keep secret ^ts a ,, 

<-he flow of arms trom 
crtpiffic or tne Tiut" 

arms traTTi<- 

‘ ■' ■•■“ ” . ..... .. 

relationship -ith enoland, 

nald ouita sacrat. - „le„sihla for tha 

“ Thirdly, sir, -o^^ ,„r 

central Intallipanca Aganc. ^ 

,„eh traffichinp fro. tha hnotad States 

North of Ireland- ^ ^ -pleusihla,” "a it 

hr. tlRBTf hhiac i eoinion or does 

eoeahing at an a-part. Xithar has 

rj CADMAN plaza EAhT 
BROOKLYN. NEV/ _ 
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the COUPT: I think he defined what he means by 

niausibia ■ . . 

4 -avi- of the definition 
4 4 - it in the context of tne 
I will permit it m u ^ 

that vou established earlier- ^ ^ : 

•11 obiect to his aivina an oninion 
hr. KIRBY: I will ob,i 

in this area in any event- 

COUPT: X ..in. ne i. ouaiiOea. X aiii , 

it- > ^ ‘ \ 

_ ^ ^ p "ths Qusstion. l 

the «XTNESS= a.Hld you restate 

, - by tne uay, hou are uou usina 

a Is it plausible by 1 

the word plausiblef ^ 

A Likely to be true- j 

(2 All right- 1 

•hlo sir. in vour ooinion. that the 
Is it plausible-, sir-. i . I 

aetuallv provide arms or | 

central intelligence A,enoy ucuia ecu , 

! , ,his very traffic. mo that it se 

I weapons or an.unition for this 

to nonitor fro. the United Xtetes ^ , 

I Xrelend? i „ the ^ 

, Tfs a basic concept that vou learn in th 

. ,, courses, to .onitor, you oust be involved - | 

! operational course in that' 

i • -nQ you probably^ depending uoon your . | 

I in monitoring^ y defective enuiomenti 

1 nation, you might orovide defectiv I 

oarticular ope accomolishin'g 

*.»-tiai-isnotcaDabie i 

or .ight provide equip.ent that 

I the purposes of the element- j 

^ eastern district court ^porters 
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You might providet on the other hand-i very good 
equipment; capable of carrying out the ournoses of the 
operation • 

The classic double-agent ooeration-i where two 
intelligence agencies-i services-i are running an agenti and 
you must provide each service — if they know of the other 
service's involvement-, must provide information that makes 
the operation appear to be genuine* 

i2 Under your plausible — under this olausible 
scenario-, you mentioned they might — the agency might find 
it necessary to provide some defective weapons or sub-oar 
weapons; is that correct? 

A Yes • 

Q Why? 

A liiell — 
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Q Would they provide all defective or sub-par'?' 

A If they provided all-, the ooeration would have 

to end* It would have to be a mixture* 

(3 Some of the weapons would be operable and others 
would be deliberately — 

A The mix would be such that it would make much of the 
shipment unusable* 

£3 Would it be olausible for the CIA to obliterate the 
serial numbers from the US weapons used in a traffic of 
arms from the United States of America to the North of 
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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Ireland^' 

A If they were tracable back to the aqency-. it would 
be essential' 

d So your answer to my Question is that it would be 
plausiblef 

A Yes. 

(3 Would it be plausible in this connection for the 
Central Intelligence Agency to recruit an individual such as 
George Dedeo-i about whom you read from the transcriots of 
this trial? 

A Yesi yes. 

There is a oarallel case that is in the news 
today -1 the Edmund Wilson-i Frank Teroil case-i where the 
individual Wilson was going around tellinn oeople I am 
CIA connected-! and I am buying weapons’-! and he bought 
weapons and shipped them against our policy at the time to 
Idi Amin of Uganda and Omar Khadaffi of Libya- 

I 

And he did this by saying I am working for the CIA-i 
and I am doing it for the CIA- 

(2 If in fact the comnany had recruited Georoe Defleo-i 
would it be plausible that the CIA would then find it 
necessary to deny to the — to the world or to the Justice 
Department or even this Court any connection with George 
Dedeo? 

A Yes . 
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Uould it be plausible, sir, that there would be, 
under those circumstances, no record within the files of the 
Central Intelligence Agency of this connection between the 
Central Intelligence Agency and George DeHeof 

HR. KIRBY: Objection, your Honor, as to plausible- 

Objection to the question- 

THE COURT: I will permit it- 

A I imagine deeo in the bowels of one of these 
super sensitive file indices, there should be some retord- 
But if, — depending uoon how the files were set, 
up at the time, soft file operation — possibly not — 
but I would assume that somewhere deep in the bowels of the 
super secret element there might be a record- 
I don't know- 

a Lastly^ is it plausible that a »an or a arooo of 
„eh could, over a period of aDproximataly SS years, ship over 

a .illion dollars uorth of ueaoons from the United States of | 

i 

America to the North of Ireland without the. company, the 
Central Intelligence Agency being aware of 
MR. KIRBY: Objection- 

THE court: I will sustain that- 

nR . KE^INEOY: I have nothing further- Thank you 

very much- Thank you- 

THE COURT: This might be a good time to take a 

little break- Let's take a recess- 

"tIrn" DlSScT^ffiraT REPORTERS 
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He Gehee- cross 



A No. 



I3 No? 



A To monitor the arms flow- 

(3 It s plausible that the CIA uould want to monitor 



the arms flow? 



A Yes. 



a It is not plausible that the CIA-. I thouoht you 
testified-i that it would be plausible that the CIA would 
ship arms to the IRAi to go to Ireland? 

A Yes . 

<2 That is plausible. 

' 9ut the sola purpose in that — is that what 
you’re saying -- the sole puroose in that is to monitor 
the arms flow? 

A No. 

I 

(3 What? 

A Not it is not the sole purpose* 

<3 What is tell the jury what the elements are* 

A If the IRA feels that it has a source of weaoonsi 

it probably will be hesitant to go to other sources of 
weapons-, such as the Soviet Union-, the PL0-, Libyai and bv 
this the agency can sort of centralize-, observe and monitor- 
and control the number of weapons that go to the IRA- 
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ilcGehee-cross 

That would be another purnosa- 

- I ask vou straight out-i Hr* hcGehee 
a So that to — 1 asK you 

. sir. are vou. tha.t the CIA 

you or.n't auare in actual fact, am 

sent guna to tha IR*f J-t yea or no. 

A I'm thinking whether I can answer or 

also everything as I know it to be 
No. I am not aware- 

H So your teatimony hare today la not baaed 

oaoeonal hnouledg, of the facta of thia caae.that ia, of 

.. fWa TRA in Ireland*, is that rights 
I shipping arms to the IRA m 

A ' Ves- 

a Is that rightf 

1 11- your teatinony about ahipoino arna - havind 

h the Irish Republican Army to fight the 
the CIA ship arms to the Irisn P 

rnmos from your thoughts about the 
British, that testimony comes y 

situation, is that right? 

A I did not testify to that- 

• fi-iQ Arms goino to tha 

You testified that to monitor 

blican Armv. and to try to assure the irish 
Irish Republican Army 

..publican ar.y bhab bhey had a aource of aunolu for. area 
likely? 

A I don't know what your ouestion is- 
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a This would be an effort of keeoinq the IRA from 
arming itself? j 

A With defective weapons- j 

(3 The CIA might be sending them bad weapons instead of | 
good ones? 

A Yesi and limited the tyoe and quality of the 

I 

weapons- 

(3 That might be one possible and olausible thino; they 
might be sending bad weapons as oooosed to good weanons^ j 

I 

A They couldn't be all bad- ! 










fIcCahee- cross 






Q You testified that might be another possibility -- 

A You* re throwing in the idea of a lot of good 

weapons- You will have to qualify that for me- 

a You're testifying nowi siri all of this -- none of 
this is based upon your actual knowledge about any direct 
activities involving the CIA and the Irish Republican Armyi 
is that right? 

A Yes- 

a This is your thinkinoi your speculation-, as it were? 

A Based on other operations similar in nature- 

a But you testified that one of your conceived ourposes 
for sending weapons to the IRA might be to prevent them from 
going to some other source? 

A Yes- 

a Nowi would it be fair to say that purpose would be 

a little hard to effectuate if you started ,to sand them 
defective weaponsi they'd get a little tired of that source 
and start to look for other sources'-i is that correct? 

A That is why you would have to have some oood anono 
the bad- 

a A few good weapons and some bad weanonsi but you're 
not sure how many? 

A lilhen you say a few good and soma bad-, you’re using 
different adjectives for different categories- 
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F dcSehee-cross 

It could be an equal mixi or one way or the other 
mixi I don't know* 

£} You don't know* 

8y the way-i when you came here to the courthouse 
today -1 were you aware that you were goino to testify as an 
exoert uitnessf 
A Yes* 

<a On this very subject-i the CIA and your knowledge 
about the ClAf 
A Yes* 

(3 Mowt I believe fir* Kennedy is — has taken you 
through your memory of your security agreement with the CIAi 
is that corrects 

A That is correct. 

•[Continued on next oaae*> 
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CROSS EXAMINATION (CONTINUED) BY MR. XIRBY 
Q Are you familiar v/ith that? Do you re- 
member what the requirements of that are or "not? 

A I can't quote it berbatim. I am familiar 
with the requirements of it, very familiar. 
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Q Would you tell the jury what the require- 
ments of that are? 

A That I pledge that I will never reveal the 
secrets of the C.I.A. without prior Government ap- 
proval . 

Q There are some procedural requirements with 
the security agreement, are there not? 

A Yes, there are. 

To submit to review all writings and all 
prepared speeches. 

Q The purpose of that security agreement, 

I 

it has some important purposes, doesn't it -- the 
security agreement, sir? 
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Did you hear my question? 

A No , I did not. 

Q If you didn't hear, just say you didn’t 
hear. I just saw you turn your head. 

There are some important purposes behind 

the security agreement? 
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McGehee-cross-Xirbv 
Is that correct? 

A That is correct. 

<1 For instance, are you aware of a situation 
where a man named Louis Wolf started naiming people 
in Jamaica that he thought were connected with the 
C. I.A.? 

A No . 

Q And within hours someone's house was 

machine gunned, an Embassy staff member. 

Are you familiar with that? 

A Yes. 

Q You are familiar with that? 

A I knew there was a machine gunning. I 

didn't know who it originated. 

Q Would it be fair to say that one of the 
purposes of the security agreement is to ,keep a 
very careful watch on the release of information to 
protect people's lives — isn't that right — among 
other things? 

A In your -- in the area of naming names, 

yes. 

Q And on Christmas Eve, 1975, an agent by 

the name of Dick Welch was murdered -- isn't that 

®oj^^^ect — because he was named in the covert action 
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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McGehee-crosa-Kirby 

bulletin? 

A No. That is not correct, 

Q You are not familiar with that? 

^ I am familiar with it very famil- 

iar. 

Q You are familiar with that? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you familiar with the covert action 
bulletin? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you tell the jury what it is? 

A It is a magazine. 

Q Can you tell the jury what type of naga- 

I 

zine it is; what subject matter it covers? 

A It is a magazine about the C.i.a. 

Q Are you familiar with any of the eeoole 

connected with it? 

A Yes. 

Q Who are you familiar with? 

A Various people connected with it. 

Q Can you tell us the names, or is that pro- 

tected by the security agreement? 

A I don't think I should talk about names 
of one side when I cannot talk about the names of 

Eastern district court reporters 
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Yes. I 

Who have you met? 

^11 three. 

Where was that? 

Where was that? 

Yes . 
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per chance meet t e 
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McGehee -cross -Kirby 

I challenged the deletion in courte , be- 
canse X aay ib ie not olaeelXied intonation, and the 

case is going on. 

0 Sir. one o£ the central purnosea, would 

ttn me of the Central Intelligence Agency 
you agree with me, 

ia an information network? 

A No . ^ ! 

Q No? 

c..«m the Governraent. 

A I can quote to you from the 

^ a, that is not what it is — it might 
studies and say that is no 

nee it was ostensibly established for,, 
be its purpose it 

but that is not what it does. 

•4. not an information net- 

Q When you say it is not an 

work -- 

Primarily . 

primarily an information network? 

I 

Not primarily. 

I know I can hear you. 

, it is not an information net- 
When you say it i 

„ork nrimarily. you would include in Che area of 
.aformacion obbaining informablon aboub bhe kusaiana 

thiet would be included 
ior insbance, euch as spying, bha 

in information? 

Is that correct? 

e«t=a.n Dis-nacT coukt repokeas 
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A Yes. 

Q And obtaining information about other un- 

friendly countries, such as possibly China or Lybia 

or other countries? 

A Dissidents in the United States. 

Q Dissidents in the United States. 

I am just asking you about obtaining in- 
formation in other areas; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Yes . 



A It does that; yes. 

Q But youu feeling is that that -- I don't 
know — your feeling is not one of its primary pur- 
poses; is that right? 

A It's not my feeling. It's the feeling of 

Congressional Committees. i 

Q Well, you are up there giving your opinion. 

Would you just give us your opinion? Is 

it vour opinion or not that its primary purpose 

is information gathering? 

A Its charter purpose states it is an 

information gathering agency. 

However, that is not what it primarily 

devotes its time and attention to. 
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Would you consider yourself -- I mean, 
in relationship to a large manufacturing corpora- 
tion, in its relationship to the C.I.A., would you 
consider yourself like a branch manager — a whole 
manufacturing facility? 

A I don't know that I can make the compari- 
son . 

Q You — 

A Would you care for a commentary on this? 

MR. KIRBY: No, thank you. 

Q In your position, therefore, you might not 

know all the — all that there is to know, sir, on 
the record keeping function of the C.I.A,, or the 
information gathering function of the C.I.A.? 

Isn't that true? 

A I probably know more than -- I would say -- 

ninety-eight percent of the people in the agency 
about this particular subject. 

Q Is that — is — your belief on that, is 
that from your experience in the agency, or after 
you got out, your reading and studying? 

A It comes from reading the Rockefeller 

Commission report. It comes from my readings and 

studies and experiences while within the acincy, 
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 

L'NITED STATES CIST^ICT COURT 
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• aaency knows the whole- 
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(2 You are confide 

u .hole file-keepinq svstem 

pne apency hnous Phe -n Pne 

A I didn-t say the whole 

whole- 

sQsnt. 

knows the name of every 
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* Knoua the uhole filekeepinp 

<2 What do you meann know 

file i«;n and what every 
A That knows where every file ~ 

little office has set up- 
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NO one there knows that 

example, if “ 
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. , • I icn't You meann not 

That is fairly normal-, isn z it. 

- sonebody dt thd US Attorndy'd Office would know where 
every file on every case is! is that correct? 



A True- 



a That is sort of stating the otaviousf 
A Every file system-, too- 

a Every once in a while files can be misplaced bv 



accidents 



A I would be willing to give you numerous examples to 



demonstrate 



a Uould you try to answer the ouestions I ask, all 



right? 



Uhat I am asking you. sir. whether you feel that you 
were in a high enough position in the aoency to be able to 
understand the file system in totof 
A Mo- 

I 

a No? 

A Mo one understands it in toto- 

a Your opinion about the aoency. and this is your 
opinion fro. your experience, no one could understand the 
methods of keeping files at the agency completely? 

A Not that one could’, no one does- 

a NO one does understand that. Your opinion is, it's 
’ Chaotic at the agencyA is that what you-re telling 

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 

I UNITED STATES DISTRICT COU^T 

; ZZi CAD MAN PLAZA EAST 
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is jury^ 

A No • 

a Sir, you testified that - let me ask you this- 
There are very important purnoses served by 
keeping records of who has been an agent*, is that correct. 

A Yes- 

(j one purpose would be if the person didn't work 

well as an agent*, is that correct. 

A I don't see the point- 

(3 I am not asking you whether you see the point of my 
questions, sir- Just try to answer them- If there is an 
abjection, the Judge will rule on them- 
A lilhat was your question again. 

a One of the important purposes of keeping files 
on an agent, or an operative of the CIA, is to determine 

whether that person worked out as an agent? 

A If you wanted one of a myriad of r'easons for doing 

it, yes- 

£3 There are a myriad of reasons? 

A naintaining files on agents*, yes- 

a The sacond rsason »ould ba uhathar ba had been — 
ahether his Cbver had been bldan, so to speak-, that is a 
term that you -ould be fa.iUar -ith, cover beinp blounv 

A Yes - 

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COUET 
CACMAN PL.VZ.A EAST 



ncGehea-cross 

(3 That would be an important reasonf 
A Yes* 

(2 The third reason might be to keeo an accurate 
infor.ation about the parsoo, so that if the apency -as 
called upon to use that oarson aqain for some puroose, it 
could 90 back to these files and determine uhether the agent 
.as blown, or uhether the person didn't work out well, or 
uhether that person .as a double agent, or as you say, a 
myriad of reasons', is that correctf 
A A myriad of reasons-i yes* 

(3 Your testimony about some of the files-, sir-, is that 
these are files - which only the soft file exists, and no 
other record of them exists*, is that correctf 
A There are tuo types of soft files- 

one is sort of an informal file that you set up on 
your oun that you're going to use for uhateyer you -ant- 

You don't particularly care whether it gets it 

is sort of a convenience file* 

And there is one that is established that it 

will deliberately not get into the permanent record system, 

I so that it can be destroyed easily, and there will never be 
any record of such* 

a You're sure about the existence of those second 
types of soft fiUs^ is that correctf That is clear m vour 
E.\STERiN DISTKICT COURT REPORTERS 
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. It is ..ntloned in the RocKafelUr 

A I believe it is 

Commission report- 

, I am talking about you- 

A From my readings, yes- 

a From your reading ^ 3tandard uay of 

NO., did you tostifv, Stn, that 

r that the aoent uould have no abil, 
ooerating an agent, that - 

oohtaot hach'the genson .ho .as ooenattng h . , 

, That .ould he the ideal, not the stands 

1 ri he the ideal way^ 
a That would be T:ne 

^ • .4^2! .. hut not 1 

, 10 a seouritv sense it .ould he Ideal, . 

There is a balance het.een security and 
efficiency- > 

efficiency- to be 

,3 we learn in our classroom exerc 

contact with anyone- 

M Clear, you .ouldn't have any contact 
Pdhfeotly ^ there. 

1 hn ' t do very much- , 

But you wouldn __ 

in an ideal situation you .ould 

someons and 

sH not, would not know how to c 
agent could not, 

yet be efficien customary and 

, V„u don't hno. -hether it IS the c 

• fhat niohtl^ 

standard .ay, iS ■ . „ canarallv - 

* you .ean ot ay o.n esherieh^, or 

„ Is there a custon and oractioe 

osstern DiSTiaci coimt rs-ort® 
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A It varies with the situation- 

? ' « No», sir, you testifies that you b»U9v. th,£ the 

f the CIA is to conduct covert operations^ 
primary function of the CIA is 

is that your testimonyf 

» That is uhet the Church Co.eittee reoort concluded, 
a I ae asking you uhat your testi.ony is- 
A Ifs quite obvious that is the poroose - the 

general purpose, the najor ourpose. 

familiar, sirT with the nrocedures that qo 
(3 Are you sxr ** 

i„co - that is, the paperuork that does into authorisation 
for setting up a covert operation- 
A Someuhati yes- 

j a Not fully familiar with itf 

1 ri I don’t know that I 

A I have been involved in it 

can remember every step- 

I They change the procedures - the procedures have 

Changed over the years- 

■CContinued on next paqe-> 
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Well, are you familiar with Executive Order 11905, 



5 

6 
7 

a 

9 

10 

11 j 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 
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Would you identify it better than that? 

I am sorry? 

I don't know it by number. I might know it by 



Q 

sir? 

A 
Q 
A 

title. 

Q concerning special activities of the CIA and 
how those are to be authorized; are you familiar with that? 

MR. KENNEDY: May we have a date of the Executive 

Order? 

MR. KIRBY: February, 1976. 

MR. KENNEDY: Thank you. 

A No. I would have to read it before I could tell 

you what I know . 

Q And are you familiar with any of the other guidelinsis 

with regard to authorization for setting up, covert operations, 
sir? 

Guidelines? ^ 

Yes . 

Yes. 

Are you familiar with those? Are you familiar wir.n 
the approvals that are required for the setting up of a 
covert operation? 

A Yes, generally. .And they vary with each situation. 
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as £=>r as you toawT „s< 

„st current inEoraation y 

^ ,-cn I should say. 

available informati 

the current ,„„art 

“ air that it requires presidential 

operation launched now. sir. 

, .residential authorisation. 

^""7 ^ ^ 

The general procedure is - 

■ , activity" o£ t‘>® 

Q any "special acti 

^ any special activity! 

Q yes. 

a ». not any. aover, 

1 cs^acurity council app^ 

The Nationa ,ri^v Council 

. noP require National Security 
operations. So„e do .^,,..al. 

approval. So«e poss „„,rl 

y am not aware o£ that. relationship, 

or the presidency is a very 

heing an arm or t ^proves o£ it. ="S 

. security Council appr 

30 if the national 

nvight assume that the presi 

Teat me ash yoi^ this, - 

Q NOW, le^ . 1- a term of 

^ . , ce.fsvity’’ th^^ 

ac - 

activity - the ^ is 

art, is it not? X tiean 

vVhPh CIA? at® famili - 

used in th rnURT MPORTEB.S 




A 




U 



12 



13 



15 



16 



17 



18 



19 



20 



21 



j i The literature uses - — 

I have heard it. The 

cinecial activities as one 
thin, of operations and spe 

and the same. . 

, That is how you oonsidar the., speoiai aotivitre 

. -^tivi»-ies, one and the same? 
and covert activi- 

, That is how X would consider the ter., yes, 

terms. familis-t 

^fa-Lr to say that you are not 
Q would it be fair to s y 

^en Erecutive order XX 03 S which ca.e out durrn. e 

..die Of the carter hd^nistration Which 

epeciai activity of the CXh ohtain presrdentra. 

a^e you familiar with that? 

, oovert operations required specrai approvai 

-e^donf’ Is that it? 
of the president. 

Q Yes. 

. I a. not familiar with that at all, no. 

a. ■ 1-hat without 

But I thinlc I would tend to question 

• i 
reading it. 

1,,-fash you one final question. 

Q NOW, let me lu^t asJc yo 

, sir, of any secret rule or law 

You are not aware, sxi, 

nhat a CIA apent who testifys with regard to 
that provides that prosecution 

■ d ease, that he is iraune fro. oertury, 

facts in a case, 

A The CIA agent is immune from perjury. 

Q Yes. 
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I know Helms was convicted of perjury. 



A 

Q Right. 

A For testifying. 

Q Right. He perjured himself and he was convicted? 

Isn't that right? 

A Yes, with I think a $2,000 fine. And he went off. 

And the fine was paid by the CIA or a CIA employee. 

Q Well, he was the Director of the CIA? 

A Right. 

Q Would it be fair to say that if the Director is 
not immune to perjury that any lesser officials, they wouldn't: 
be immiine from perjury, is that right? 

A The reason why I am pausing is there has been a 
recent effort to make the CIA people immune from perjury. 

I do not know whether that law has been passed or not. 

But there have been efforts along those lines. 

Q Thera have been? 

I 

A Yes sir, there has been. 

Q But you don't know if those have been passed into 

law? 

A That is right. 

MR. KIRBY; Judge, would it be possible to take 
judicial notice of the fact that those laws cernainly 
are not on the books that you and I can read. 
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